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1969: Japanese explorers find 5 different kinds of meteorites 
on blue ice near Yamato Mountains 

1976: Bill Cassidy gets NSF support for meteorite expedition 
within reach of the U.S. base at McMurdo 


85% of the world collection is Antarctic 
ANSMET has recovered >25,000 meteorites 
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Humans are the most efficient 
instruments for finding meteorites 

Human eye can resolve dark, cm-sized 
meteorite at 100 m 

Human brain can distinguish meteorites 
from terrestrial rocks 
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Smithsonian Institution 


Meteorites unpacked and Classifies meteorites, 

processed under nitrogen long term storage 
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Antarctic Meteorite Newsletter published 2x/yr 


worldwide request samples 


Researchers 

Meteorite Working Group 


reviews research requests 


ntarctic meteorites are... 

The most pristine collection in the world 

The most accessible collection in the world - loaned to 

researchers in many countries 

The most diverse collection in the world - many samples of 
every type 
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An important source of planetary samples, particularly from 
Moon and Mars 
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“If you’ve done ANSMET, you’ve 
done long duration space flight.” 

~ Don Pettit, ANSMET veteran and three-time Space 
Shuttle and International Space Station crew member. 


harsh, isolated, dangerous, 
small quarters, limited 
communication 
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Underwear 

T-shirt 

Silk long underwear 
Polypro liner socks 
Capilene thermal top 
Heavyweight bottoms 
Fleece turtleneck 
Fleece balaclava 
Wool socks 
Windproof bib pants 
Fleece neck gaiter 
Polypro liner gloves 
Rubber bunny boots 
Wrist brace 


f 



A 



7 



4/30/14 





8 




